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Mass Insight 
2020 Fall Workshop for AP® Teachers 

 

English Literature Sessions 
 

 
Day 1:   Monday, November 9 

 

 
Session I 

5:15 PM – 6:45 PM 
(eastern) 

Session II 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

(eastern) 

Brandon Abdon   

Timm Freitas “Annotating Literature” “Literary Argument” 

Katherine Petta  
& Chris Madson 

  

Jacqueline Stallworth “Using relevant text to meet AP standards” “Living Poets and AP Literature” 

Catherine Vannatter 
“AP for All: Supporting English Learners in 

the Digital AP Classroom” 
 

John Williamson 
“Using AP Classroom and Other College 

Board Resources for Teaching AP Eng. Lit” 
“Using AP Classroom and Other College 

Board Resources for Teaching AP Eng. Lit” 

 
Day 2:   Tuesday, November 10 

 

 
Session I 

5:15 PM – 6:45 PM 
(eastern) 

Session II 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

(eastern) 

Brandon Abdon 
“Affairs are More Fun than Marriages: Short 

Fiction” 
“Of Grading and Scoring” 

Timm Freitas   

Katherine Petta  
& Chris Madson 

  

Jacqueline Stallworth “Using relevant text to meet AP standards” “Living Poets and AP Literature” 

Catherine Vannatter 
“AP for All: Supporting English Learners in 

the Digital AP Classroom” 
 

John Williamson 
“Using AP Classroom and Other College 

Board Resources for Teaching AP Eng. Lit” 
““Using AP Classroom and Other College 

Board Resources for Teaching AP Eng. Lit” 



 
Day 3:   Thursday, November 12 

 

 
Session I 

5:15 PM – 6:45 PM 
(eastern) 

Session II 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

(eastern) 

Brandon Abdon “Of Grading and Scoring” 
“Affairs are More Fun than Marriages: Short 

Fiction” 

Timm Freitas “Literary Argument” “Annotating Literature” 

Katherine Petta  
& Chris Madson 

“Engaging with Poetry using Debate-
Inspired Argumentation Strategies” 

 

Jacqueline Stallworth  “Living Poets and AP Literature” 

Catherine Vannatter 
“AP for All: Supporting English Learners in 

the Digital AP Classroom” 
 

John Williamson   

 
 
 

Day 4:   Friday, November 13 
 

 
Session I 

5:15 PM – 6:45 PM 
(eastern) 

Session II 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

(eastern) 

Brandon Abdon   

Timm Freitas “Annotating Literature” “Literary Argument” 

Katherine Petta  
& Chris Madson 

 
“Engaging with Poetry using Debate-
Inspired Argumentation Strategies” 

Jacqueline Stallworth “Using relevant text to meet AP standards”  

Catherine Vannatter 
“AP for All: Supporting English Learners in 

the Digital AP Classroom” 
 

John Williamson   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Day 5:   Tuesday, November 17 

 

 
Session I 

5:15 PM – 6:45 PM 
(eastern) 

Session II 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

(eastern) 

Brandon Abdon 
“Affairs are More Fun than Marriages: Short 

Fiction” 
“Of Grading and Scoring” 

Timm Freitas “Literary Argument” “Annotating Literature” 

Katherine Petta  
& Chris Madson 

“Engaging with Poetry using Debate-
Inspired Argumentation Strategies” 

 

Jacqueline Stallworth  “Living Poets and AP Literature” 

Catherine Vannatter   

John Williamson 
“Aligning Texts to a Sequenced and 

Scaffolded AP English Lit Curriculum” 
“Aligning Texts to a Sequenced and 

Scaffolded AP English Lit Curriculum” 

 
 
 

Day 6:   Wednesday, November 18 
 

 
Session I 

5:15 PM – 6:45 PM 
(eastern) 

Session II 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

(eastern) 

Brandon Abdon “Of Grading and Scoring” 
“Affairs are More Fun than Marriages: Short 

Fiction” 

Timm Freitas   

Katherine Petta  
& Chris Madson 

“Engaging with Poetry using Debate-
Inspired Argumentation Strategies” 

 

Jacqueline Stallworth  “Using relevant text to meet AP standards” 

Catherine Vannatter   

John Williamson 
“Aligning Texts to a Sequenced and 

Scaffolded AP English Lit Curriculum” 
“Aligning Texts to a Sequenced and 

Scaffolded AP English Lit Curriculum” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Session Descriptions 
 
 

Brandon Abdon 
“Affairs are More Fun than Marriages: Short Fiction” 
PEN/Malamud Award winning short story author Lorrie Moore once explained that "a short story is a love 
affair; a novel is a marriage." The commitment demanded by novels can often be intimidating to readers, 
especially as they are learning to read texts from a more critical and analytical perspective.  Short fiction 
provides an opportunity for teachers to engage students with different types of texts, different styles of 
writing, and different approaches to similar content.  In this session, we will spend some time with short 
stories - and very short stories - and examine how they can fit into the AP Literature classroom. 
ZOOM LINK: [TBD] 
 

“Of Grading and Scoring” 
Scoring AP student writing is often fraught with thoughts of rewarding students for growth while not 
making them feel too confident or giving them credit for what they do well while still signaling that they 
have room to grow.  Many of us know that grading is not scoring, but how do we do both in an equitable 
and educationally sound way? This session will include both scoring of student papers based on a 2020 
exam prompt while also discussing and sharing the best ways to approach both scoring and grading in the 
AP classroom.    
ZOOM LINK: [TBD] 

 
 
Timm Freitas 
“Literary Argument” 
“…contributes to an interpretation of the work as a whole.”  What on earth does this mean for students 
about to construct an essay about a book they won’t have access to on the day of the exam?  How does 
someone even prepare for and construct a literary argument anyway?  This session seeks to clarify and 
answer the prior questions and more.  Participants will look into how effectively breaking down prompts 
can move kids to choose pertinent literature, produce strong thesis statements, construct complex thesis 
statements, avoid blatant plot summary when producing their own literary arguments, and—if time 
allows—produce effective conclusions that avoid just summarizing a paper. 
ZOOM LINK: [TBD] 
 

“Annotating Literature” 
Sometimes getting students to effectively and purposefully annotate texts—especially after you have 
modelled the skill for the ump-teenth time—is about as easy as keeping the Kardashians out of the news.  
Nonetheless, we can’t fully blame the students for their struggles once they assume we expect them to 
explore the text as we do: unearthing all of the rich elements of knowledge contained therein. This is the 
case for two reasons:   1. It should make perfect sense that they would underline and highlight the whole 
reading as being the most important: we inadvertently perpetuate this concept, and 2., more simply, 
sometimes students just don’t have the comprehension skills to navigate complex texts, thus impeding 
their ability to identify anything because they struggle with constructing meaning.  This session will strive 
to help alleviate both issues: meaningless highlighting and poor comprehension skills. We will explore how 
to provide simplified, yet purposeful, annotation strategies that direct students towards identifying 
complex literary function while simultaneously building their analytical reading skills. We will then pair 
these analytical reading strategies with summary production strategies, consequently, leading students to 
synchronously build their reading and writing skills.    
ZOOM LINK: [TBD] 
 
 
 
 



Katherine Petta & Chris Madson 
“Engaging with Poetry using Debate-Inspired Argumentation Strategies” 
In this workshop, participants will engage in the deconstruction of poetry using Evidence Based 
Argumentation protocols, designed in collaboration with the Boston Debate League. These protocols work 
to foster collaboration and academic discourse. Participants will leave with protocols and strategies that 
support teachers as they work to foster a climate of collaboration. Designed for online instruction, these 
strategies encourage students to work in teams to analyze complex texts and create text-driven responses 
to AP prompts.  
ZOOM LINK: [TBD] 
 
 

Jacqueline Stallworth 
“Using relevant text to meet AP standards” 
In this session, participants will be given many relevant titles and examples of how to use those titles in an 
AP literature classroom to teach the AP standards and to help to tell diverse stories with empathy. 
Participants will leave the session with titles, passages, and strategies that can be used right away.  
ZOOM LINK: [TBD] 
 

“Living Poets and AP Literature” 
In this session, we will demystify poetry for the teacher and the students by using the works of living 
poets. The participants will leave with strategies, suggestion of poetry selections, and how to find more 
titles that are readily accessible.   
ZOOM LINK: [TBD] 

 
 
Catherine Vannatter 
“AP for All: Supporting English Learners in the Digital AP Classroom” 
English Learners can find success in the AP English classroom, even during distance learning! This session 
will teach you how to embed language instruction with your content and utilize academic vocabulary and 
interaction strategies to improve your students’ English language proficiency and academic success in AP 
English. The presenter will model the strategies using free, digital tools and resources you can immediately 
apply to your distance learning classroom. Teachers also can use the information presented in this session 
to better serve struggling readers and writers in the AP classroom.   
ZOOM LINK: [TBD] 
 
 

John Williamson 
“Using AP Classroom and Other College Board Resources for Teaching AP English Lit” 
In this session we will review instructional and assessment resources available in AP Classroom and from 
The College Board.  You'll learn how to use Personal Progress Checks as formative assessments and how 
to use the item bank to design assessments aligned to the units and skills; find and implement practice 
tests, draw upon the College Board's print instructional resources, and ways to use the new instructional 
videos as part of AP Daily. 
ZOOM LINK: [TBD] 
  

“Aligning Texts to a Sequenced and Scaffolded AP English Lit Curriculum”  
In this session we'll take some time to review the skills progression and the spiraling of skills and concepts 
outlined in the AP English Lit units.  Then, we'll consider texts that can be used to help students 
understand and master the concepts and skills for each unit.  Finally, we'll review how to draw upon 
released items and the assessment tools in AP Classroom to assess progress in skill acquisition.   
ZOOM LINK: [TBD] 

 
 


