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Mass Insight 
2020 Fall Workshop for AP® Teachers 

 

English Language Sessions 
 

 
Day 1:   Monday, November 9 

 

 
Session I 

5:15 PM – 6:45 PM 
(eastern) 

Session II 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

(eastern) 

David Jolliffe 
“Teaching a full, rich perspective on the 

rhetorical situation” 
“Teaching writers' strategies for developing a 

line of reasoning” 

Kathleen Koljian  
“Insights from the 2020 AP English Language 

and Composition Reading” 

Crystal Laliberte 
“‘Arguing Ideas, Not Things’ through 

Synthesis” 
“‘Arguing Ideas, Not Things’ through 

Synthesis” 

Katherine Petta  
& Chris Madson 

  

Catherine Vannatter 
“AP for All: Supporting English Learners in 

the Digital AP Classroom” 
 

Mary Jo Zell  
“Teaching AP Virtually: Using Apps to Teach 

AP” 

 
Day 2:   Tuesday, November 10 

 

 
Session I 

5:15 PM – 6:45 PM 
(eastern) 

Session II 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

(eastern) 

David Jolliffe 
“Teaching writers' strategies for developing a 

line of reasoning” 
“Teaching a full, rich perspective on the 

rhetorical situation” 

Kathleen Koljian   

Crystal Laliberte 
“‘Arguing Ideas, Not Things’ through 

Synthesis” 
“‘Arguing Ideas, Not Things’ through 

Synthesis” 

Katherine Petta  
& Chris Madson 

  

Catherine Vannatter 
“AP for All: Supporting English Learners in 

the Digital AP Classroom” 
 

Mary Jo Zell  
“A Closer Look at the Writing Multiple 

Choice in AP Language” 



 
Day 3:   Thursday, November 12 

 

 
Session I 

5:15 PM – 6:45 PM 
(eastern) 

Session II 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

(eastern) 

David Jolliffe 
“Teaching a full, rich perspective on the 

rhetorical situation” 
“Teaching writers' strategies for developing a 

line of reasoning” 

Kathleen Koljian 
“Insights from the 2020 AP English Language 

and Composition Reading” 
 

Crystal Laliberte   

Katherine Petta  
& Chris Madson 

 
“Creating Project Based Learning (PBL) units 

grounded in AP Language rhetorical 
strategies” 

Catherine Vannatter 
“AP for All: Supporting English Learners in 

the Digital AP Classroom” 
 

Mary Jo Zell “Adding Commentary/Lang” 
“Teaching AP Virtually: Using Apps to Teach 

AP” 

 
 
 

Day 4:   Friday, November 13 
 

 
Session I 

5:15 PM – 6:45 PM 
(eastern) 

Session II 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

(eastern) 

David Jolliffe   

Kathleen Koljian   

Crystal Laliberte 
“‘I Promise: You Know Something!’ - 
Gathering Evidence for Reasonable 

Arguments” 

“‘I Promise: You Know Something!’ - 
Gathering Evidence for Reasonable 

Arguments” 

Katherine Petta  
& Chris Madson 

“Creating Project Based Learning (PBL) units 
grounded in AP Language rhetorical 

strategies” 
 

Catherine Vannatter 
“AP for All: Supporting English Learners in 

the Digital AP Classroom” 
 

Mary Jo Zell  
“A Closer Look at the Writing Multiple 

Choice in AP Language” 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Day 5:   Tuesday, November 17 

 

 
Session I 

5:15 PM – 6:45 PM 
(eastern) 

Session II 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

(eastern) 

David Jolliffe 
“Teaching writers' strategies for developing a 

line of reasoning” 
“Teaching a full, rich perspective on the 

rhetorical situation” 

Kathleen Koljian 
“Insights from the 2020 AP English Language 

and Composition Reading” 
 

Crystal Laliberte   

Katherine Petta  
& Chris Madson 

 
“Creating Project Based Learning (PBL) units 

grounded in AP Language rhetorical 
strategies” 

Catherine Vannatter   

Mary Jo Zell  
“Teaching AP Virtually: Using Apps to Teach 

AP” 

 
 
 

Day 6:   Wednesday, November 18 
 

 
Session I 

5:15 PM – 6:45 PM 
(eastern) 

Session II 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

(eastern) 

David Jolliffe   

Kathleen Koljian  
“Insights from the 2020 AP English Language 

and Composition Reading” 

Crystal Laliberte 
“‘I Promise: You Know Something!’ - 
Gathering Evidence for Reasonable 

Arguments” 

“‘I Promise: You Know Something!’ - 
Gathering Evidence for Reasonable 

Arguments” 

Katherine Petta  
& Chris Madson 

 
“Creating Project Based Learning (PBL) units 

grounded in AP Language rhetorical 
strategies” 

Catherine Vannatter   

Mary Jo Zell “Adding Commentary/Lang” 
“A Closer Look at the Writing Multiple 

Choice in AP Language” 

 
 
 
 
 



Session Descriptions 
 
 

David Jolliffe 
“Teaching a full, rich perspective on the rhetorical situation”  
We will begin by unpacking the essential elements of the rhetorical situation--exigence, writer, audience, 
context, and purpose--showing how each element both shapes the central message of a text and 
influences the major rhetorical appeals and tone, but then we will expand two the scope of two of the 
elements, distinguishing between immediate audiences and mediated audiences and between primary and 
secondary purposes, so students can  develop a richer, more informed working vocabulary about the 
rhetorical situation. 
ZOOM LINK: [TBD] 
 

“Teaching writers' strategies for developing a line of reasoning” 
We will demonstrate and practice three specific ways a writer can develop a line of reasoning in an 
argumentative essay:  unpacking the enthymeme, using Nestorian (order of importance) argument, and 
finessing transitional words and phrases. 
ZOOM LINK: [TBD] 

 
 
Kathleen Koljian 
“Insights from the 2020 AP English Language and Composition Reading” 
Join an experienced AP Reader and newly-minted table leader to discuss the shift to the new rubric and 
online scoring.  We’ll review scoring norms and explore ways to use the scoring guide and student essays 
in the classroom to improve student writing. 
ZOOM LINK: [TBD] 

 
 
Crystal Laliberte 
“‘Arguing Ideas, Not Things’ through Synthesis” 
In this online session, we will explore strategies to help students create original, idea-driven arguments as 
they approach the synthesis task on the AP exam. This session will focus on scaffolding purposeful reading 
instruction that will not only help students to establish their argument and formulate reasonable thesis 
statements while they read through the sources but to also organize the development of their arguments 
in a way that anchors their voices at the forefront of the essay.  
ZOOM LINK: [TBD] 
 

“‘I Promise: You Know Something!’ - Gathering Evidence for Reasonable Arguments” 
In this online session, we will explore activities to help students engage meaningfully with various forms of 
media (such as podcasts, texts, and documentaries) to begin to “see larger, ongoing conversations” and to 
amass their background knowledge as they prepare for the Argument task on the AP exam. This session 
will focus on building student confidence as they attempt to create original arguments by giving them 
accessible strategies for entering a conversation as well as helping students select appropriate, varied 
evidence to support their reasonable claims. 
ZOOM LINK: [TBD] 

 
 
Katherine Petta & Chris Madson 
“Creating Project Based Learning (PBL) units grounded in AP Language rhetorical strategies” 
In this workshop, participants engage both as students and teachers to analyze both contemporary and 
historical artifacts and arguments and write a historical narrative implementing AP Language rhetorical 
strategies. We will walk through the steps of designing project based learning units. Participants will then 



have an opportunity to work in small groups to brainstorm how they can design relevant, authentic, and 
impactful PBL experiences for their students while honing the skills of the AP Language course.  
ZOOM LINK: [TBD] 
 
 
Catherine Vannatter 
“AP for All: Supporting English Learners in the Digital AP Classroom” 
English Learners can find success in the AP English classroom, even during distance learning! This session 
will teach you how to embed language instruction with your content and utilize academic vocabulary and 
interaction strategies to improve your students’ English language proficiency and academic success in AP 
English. The presenter will model the strategies using free, digital tools and resources you can immediately 
apply to your distance learning classroom. Teachers also can use the information presented in this session 
to better serve struggling readers and writers in the AP classroom.   
ZOOM LINK: [TBD] 

 
 
Mary Jo Zell 
“Teaching AP Virtually: Using Apps to Teach AP” 
In this online workshop participants will explore online teaching strategies for AP Language. The session 
will focus on interactive formative assessments that will scaffold and practice the skills necessary for 
success in reading and writing in the course.  The course will blend AP content with learning applications 
to successfully teach AP online.  
ZOOM LINK: [TBD] 
 

“A Closer Look at the Writing Multiple Choice in AP Language”  
This online workshop will take a closer look at the skills being assessed in the writing multiple choice 
section. The class will explore ways to practice the skills and build multiple choice content into virtual 
instruction, through formative assessments. 
ZOOM LINK: [TBD] 
 


